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Dyck's manner.
In this he was so
successful that
he earned the
sobriquet of
The Little ^7an
Dyck. He
painted the por-
traits of many
personages of
his time, includ-
ing Charles I of
England, and
composed some
of his subjects
in the form of
conversation-
pieces such as
the family of
Van Eyck
(Budapest), and

The Five Senses (National Gallery,
London). He died at Antwerp,
April 18, 1684. Prow, cok.

Coquet. River of Northumber-
land, England. It rises in the
Cheviot Hills and flows 40 m, to
the North Sea. Coquet Island
lies about 1J m. south-east of its
mouth.

Coquilhatville, Town and
river port of the Belgian Congo,
capital of Equator prov. On the
Equator, on the left bank of the
Congo at its junction with the
Buki, it has an airport and a dry
dock. Pop. (est.) 11,500.

Coquilla Nut. Seeds of the
piassaba palm (q.v.).

Coquimbo. Province of central
Chile, bounded N. by Atacama and
S. by Aconcagua. The surface
is mountainous, and the climate
healthy. Copper, iron ore, cattle,
lucerne, and wine are produced,
and lapis lazuli found. The river
valleys are fertile, and cereals are
grown near the coast. The capital
is La Serena. Area 15,397 sq. m.
Pop. (1952) 262,067.

Coquimbo town, 9 m. S.W. of
La Serena, has a fine harbour and
is the winter h.q. of the Chilean
navy. Pop. (est.) 30,000.

Coracle (Gael, curach, boat).
Primitive fishing-boat made of
wicker or laths covered with skins
or leather, used by ancient Celtic
races in Great
Britain, France,
and Ireland. It
is still seen in
the Hebrides, the
W. of Ireland,
and Wales, on
the river Teifi.
Very light, made
of canvas (former-
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Gonzales (toques. His painting, Le Repos Cnampe'tre, now
in the Wallace Collection

who manages a fishing net towed
by his own and another coracle.

Coral. Term applied to any of
a large number of Coelenterata
(q.v.)t the polyps of which secrete
a hard resistant skeleton. This
skeleton is likely to persist after
the death of the polyp, and vast
masses of such skeletons make up
the dead coral rocks found widely.
Skeletons of significance in this
respect are made of lime extracted
by the polyp from the sea.

A polyp is a structure shaped
like a tumbler. The inside of the
structure is lined with endodcrm,
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appearing out of holes in a mass of
lime. Those polyps may have
different fund ions, but are usually
connected by strum beneath the
surface of the lime. They arc
sometimes called elk-horn corals.
In the organ-pipe coral and the
precious red coral of commerce
(Fig. 1), apicules of calcium car-
bonate, with impurities giving it
colour, arc accreted between the
ectoderm and the endodcrm within
the wall of the polyp. Budding
leads to the formation of a colony
covered on the outside by ectoderm
and having a- branching system of
endodcrmal tubes overlying a
nearly solid mass of lime. In the5;
blue coral the ectoderm secretes
lime, especially below the colony,
which simply rises up on the top
of its own accretion. The black
coral has a skeleton secreted by the
ectoderm at the basn of the polyps
but made of horn instead of lime ;
as this horn grows into long sticks,
the polyps appear to sit on a perch.
By far the most important corals
arc the roof-building forms called
true corals. These all secrete lime
at the ectoderm only, i.e. on the
outside of the"glass," but they have
an extraordinary modification of

Coral.    1.   Branch of red  coral,

Corallium rubrum. 2. Reel-building

coral. 3. " Brain '* coral, with septa

resembling cortical convolutions

From   The   Great  Barrier  Reef  of  Aus-
tralia, by permission <>1 W. Saville-Kfint

Coracle. Man
carrying this
primitive boat

and the outside covered with ecto-
derm. The rim is pulled out into
tentacles. Often the polyp grows
at the end of a stem, like a wine-
glass ; from this stem other polyps
bud out and remain attached.

, ------       In   the    Hydrocorallines    the

ly flannel) over a ectoderm of the whole colony
tarred basket- secretes lime. Each polyp becomes
work frame, it surrounded with lime, so that one
holds one man, sees polyps apparently isolated

